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MEMORANDUY FCR:  Deputy Dircctor for Cperations

FROM : Raymond ). iarren
_Chief, Latin America Division
I'4
b
SUBJECTS ot AL Jack snderson 20 January 1977 Colunn
Titled "CIA Tied to False Oswald Story”

9.

B. ldentification of the Mr. ¥ in the
Andcrson Colunn

|

1. The attached colunp, citing the testimony of a Mr. X, :
alleges th2t a ClA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli-
. gence officers in ‘loxico. There is, of course, no substance %
- the colunn's allegations. The colunn identifies the source as
sir. X hecause of attempts on his 1ife, but subsequently gives
enough inforamation on \lr. X to estahlish his identity. ’

2. According to the Aaderson column, Mr. X was first ret
by his CIA contact in Havana before relations with U.S5./Cuba uere
severed. Mr. X had helped %o organize bank accountants to ci-
bezzle Cuban government funls to finance anti-{astro causes.
Yr. X was rcportedly recruized by a Morris Bishop (CIA contact],
to plan an attceapt on Castro’s life. The plan was to fire =
bazooka from a unearby apartment building while Castro was deliver-
ing onc of his narathon speeches. According to the Andersor
colunn, the plot was discovered by Castro's police and Mp, X
escaped to Miami. Mr. X alse reportedly tried to assassinare
Castro in Chile in 1971 in league with the Venc:ueclan Luis tesala
Carriles, who is now heing Jetaincd in Caracas for the 6 Oc¢=obey
Cubana airline hoabing. The Anderson column ends with the report
that Hr. X worked for CIA until 1973 for expeascs, but wis raid
§253,000 in cash by Morris Bishop when he was terainated.
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M 3. Frouw the above description of Mr. X, it is reasonabty

tear that v, X is Antonio Carlos VECIANA Blanch (208)-312060).
VECLANY, an assistant bank manager and past president of a public .
accountants dassociation in ltavana, fivsi contacted CIA_in lavana

in December 1960 when he asked the COS, at that rinv [
to help in an assassination plot against Castro. VECIANA asked

for visas for ten rclatives of the four nen assigned to kKill {as
and also requested {our M1 rifles with adapters for grenades plus
eight grenades. The COS did not encourage VECIAXA and subscqueatly
checked with an Embassy officer who reported thar VECIANA had made
similar "wild-eyed" proposals to hin. On 23 Novexber 1961 the

Mianmi News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by Antonio
VECTAUA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to
assassinate Castro and Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 Octeber
in Havana, but the bazooka he was using failed to firec.

4. There has been no Agency relationship with VECIANA. A
POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in
January 1962, expired in Movember 1962. VECIANA was born on
4 October 1935 in Havana. He was a menber of the People's Revo-
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cuba during 1960-61, and
was one of the founders of Alpha-66. A certified public acceuntant
by trade, VECIANA was with A.I.D. in La Paz in 13%u8-72. VECTARA
was registered in ISR to the U.5. Aray in November 1962 and he
was torminated without prejudice im July 1966. Ca 23 July 1962
VECIANA was interviewed, at his request, by Mr. iiarry Real from
the DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a meeling
with a senior CIA officer to discuss Alpha-66's plans to assassinate
Castro and to request CIA's assistance (U.S.$100,000; 10,000 Cuban
pesos; 48 hand grenades). There is no jpdication that this request
was ever acted upon by CIA. ‘

]

°s. In April 1966 a LA Division officer,
the alias John Livingston, met VECIANA in New Yorx City~” h
meeting was arranged by a retired naval officer, Janes Cogswelld
who had informed Chief. Wl Division that he had iaformation of valuc
concerning Cuba. ¥he arrived in New York City for the meeting,
he was introduced by Cogswell to VECIANA. He imueadiately launched
a discussion of the Cuban political situation and noted his strong
ecling that the only solution was the assassination of Castro.

dvised VECIANA that he was in no position to provide him with
FESistance or cancuurage him in an assassination attempt and sas only
interested in gathering information which he thought was the purpose
of the mceting. VECIANA subscquently said that his roommate Felix
ZABALA, a Cuban refugee, had excellent contacts ia lavana. 1t was
clear to however, VECIANA was attempting tc use ZABALA poten-
tially toger—ageacy financial support for his crganization.
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VEUTARA suggested that 350,000 vould be needed to get his
cactivitices off the ground. indicated to VECIANA that he
.sould loek into the ZARALA Watter and would probubly arranze for

ZABALN to be tontacted in Puerto Rico.

6. There is no indicuation in the file that any Agency officer
in contact witlh ¥YECIANA ever used an alias Morris Bishop. There is
no Morris Bishep listed in true nane in the DDO rolls. There was
never any coutractual relationship with VECIANA and he was not
paid CIA funds.

7. On 11 January 1977 a sanitized copy of VECIANA's 201 file
was made availuble to staffers fron the Scnate Sclect Committee on
Intelligence.

e B

Ramcend L. TLPrea

Raymond A. Warren
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- Jack Anderson and

M}/S'}:ery Yyitness in JWK Inquiry

i A mysiery wi'ness has swors 00 cone
gressional investizuiors (vt & Coneral
Intellizence Agenoy 2zent introduced
bim 10 Lee Harvey Os»2ld in Dal'as
three montks pefcre Cywald gunsed
down Presicent Joza F. Kenpedy. .

© “The wimmess, whem we have azeed -

{0 identlly cniv 23 Mr. X because of ate
" lempts of his Lifa is the fonncer of a
Cuban terrorist zrsup 183 worsed

- elesaly with ine CLA. :
* - The group heid vecret =petings at
<. - 3125 Eodandale in Dallas belors *ne 23.
" sassipaton. Not lorg alter Kensedy

was siot, 3 Dallzs deputy sherif? was

.. told by a3 izformant 1hat Oswaid Bad

* . bean assechating with seme Cubars at
T 1*3129 Harlerndale™ - Cel
T Mr, X's dramatic tesimony exsts

T pew Nzt on tae siory Svima Cdin,

. - daughter of a wealtnny crposeat of Cae
= baa Premier Fids] Casro, 10id to the

©8L Two mmeaths helfors the [eznedy -
killing, she related, she was vinted 3 -

ber Dalias avartment by toree meen
who iCeanfied themselves 2s frneads
. -efberfatyer. : -
" _Osne was inoduced 1o ber 23 “Leon
T Oswald” When she saw tte pictuse Gy
. th2 zewstapers of the man whe 2ad
" .- shot Kenredy, she famnted from s=ock,
- I was ihe same Ogwald, she was cur-
" -tain, whko Zad visited her zparient.
" Congressional investizators bave
-Bow Jaursed that the D2te J. E-zap
+Eocover ceiberately misled the % ar-
. ten Comxmissicn about Odio's mystars-
" ors visitors. She was such 2 nersuanve

- - “witDess that the cormmission staff was -

©. prepaiing o invesfigate her sory

theropghly. L. named Willle Somarea® who turned
Stalf embers even speculated, 2 the t2p2 over 16 the £31 the next day.
. eording monemmmemthpt;e N w!teerisheardonmenpedescrihing
D S
: A .

aptiCastro forres mmisht have re-
cruted Oswald, a kxcwn, proCastro
actvist 10 kil Kenzady,

“Ihe mauva 0n thus,” s23028 the ma
120, "wouid of corrse e the exneets.
Con :bat aster the Sresident was
kilied, Crrald would ™ caught or at

" least b3 ilenmiy ascertzined: ke jaw

exforcement anthorines aod the pub-.

Lo would then Moo the acsassinanen
03 the Castrn governr.ent; and the €3
for 2 forves] overthrooy would be irre-
sistpis”

But Hoover abruptly lacked this-

Lze of imquicy by Eitilying the Ware
123 Comm soi0m 03 Seor 71 1554, that
the F3I had lecsted zed idenuiied
Odio’s calers. K2 ramed them as
tLotan Hall, Lawrence MHoward and
. Wiliam Seymour, all aatiCssiroites,

kave confused e 33mes “Loran Haj®
azd "Leon Cswild™

Now se corgrecsicral favestigators
hive uncovered evideace that Al thres

ERYTIRUN

bow Repnedy wonwls i, Then the rsh.
ble rouser a. led kmowie iy tha: Sen. -
iy “imonshesacuried man” o
Milteer Later aimued to tue TBIC-
that he had be2n t3- Dalas in Juze, -
1923, but Cemed Buving aay tmowh
elze of the KenreGy assa.ssination.
Eowever, the in/>rmant 101 ke FRI.
133t he asked M:ieer afizr the snocde-
ing wheter k2 x4 kmown anout it f3 .
advance of bald Tevely been guessing, ©

“Icon't €o 25y guemang " rephad MUk

But the most expimive €evelonment-

is Mr. X's statezent (3t he et Os. h

wald i3 the comray of 3 (14 azent..
Corgressicoal imvest i aters questoned
e mystery 2v'ress CiTsely 03 three

separate oclasiczs They finafly cone.

3 5 - eluded D31 "By oo ety is sirength. -
Eocver even sugzested *aat Ocip earid -

ceniad visiting the Cidio Qpartseat -
azd toat the I3l bad obisied theis

€emials bejore Hooves wrose his letter
to the Warrea Compissicn,

The invesngzators 2ave a'su chtained
the tape of 3 {ascizaring concossation,
Precictdng two weels in ad- e that

Eenzedy would be shot “frea 20 o'f- -

dov buddiegz wity 4 Bigagowerel i
fle”™ The pradictisa w2s made by the
la:2 Joseph Sliteer, 2 rizat-wing rab-
bl2 rouser, =20 ais3 Azprened 1o have
close coraectiors wid a,uCastro
jeaders, :

9, 1533, in 3Uami by aa 721 informant

AT SN

. ‘waid, his exact doudie.

ned Dy t2e d21aLs e provides cops:st..
€5t with Wit 22 w4 oy belore. Signife
fcanuy, ks remiizs very sivong on the
Cswaldsighnnz™ .
Tie ercocaier oorurres s 4 doxge.
town Dalias bus2icy, where e, X hed
28 Ippointimest w3 by (1A ecatasy
The azent was asonmsatsed V¥ aran’
waom M X later recogoiced.as Ken-
nedy's Kllap. - : -
“wien be saw 8 was Cswald that
kill2d Rensedy,” the LEVeSTiTaion re--
perizd i a confilesmal memg, “he .
Bearly freaked cus, bt Re pever said .
azything ™ . -
Tte investasters wied t3 pin down.
Az X on bow b= coud De sure that
man was Oswad 1in X resiied, aee:

. t.ceding to the mema (N3t he bad "
- Tte convarsation was taved on Nov.

learnea “how to ressn the charsctep. s
fcs of 2 persoa: ke Bad mrar=ad sumself -
0 do that And il 2 w33t Cwwald, it
Was someone 2Eo w1 exart'y live Cs
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10 January 1977

MEMDRANDUM FOR: Chief, Counterintelligence Staff

FROM : Russell 3. Holwes
CI Cperations Crow

SURJECT : Article by Yorman Xewpster Appearing in
the Los Angeles Times of 1 January 1977
and Entitled "CIA aithheld Data on Oswald’ '
(copy attached) P

bes.

In light of the inaccurate and misleading statements
attributed by Xerpster to Sprague, the following comments are
offered in rebuttal.

-a, "The CIA withheld froz the FBRI for almost
two months in 1965 1AIoraticn that Lee ratvey Uswald
had talked with Cudan and Sov.et OIficiais about nis
desire to Visit those counlries . . .

Comment: Oswald's nane did not surface in Mexico City until

1 October 1963 when a hitherto unknown male telerhoned the

Soviet Ezbassy. During this teleghone call, the caller identi-

fied himself as “Lee Oswald.” Or 8 Octcber 1963, the Mexico

City Station cabled to headquarters the highlights of the

transcript of the conversation. ®

{1) On 1 October 1963, an Arerican male who
spoke broken Russian and said his name was Lee
Oswald (phonetic), stated he was at the Soviet
Erbassy on 28 Septerber wien he spoke with a consul
whom he believed to be Valeriy Viadinirovich
Kostikov. Oswald asked the Soviet guard Ivan
Cbyedkov, who answered, if there was anything new
regarding a telegran to washington. OCbvedkov upon
checking said nothing had been received yet, but
the request had been sent.

(2) Mexico Station said it had photographs of
a male who appeared to be an Aperican entering the
Soviet Erbassy at 1216 heurs, leaving at 1222 on :
1 October. His apparent age was 35, athletic J
build, about six feet, receding hairline, balding
top. Wore khakis and sport shirt.
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(3) No local dissemination was being made by
the Station. [MEXI 6433 (IN 36017), 8 October.]

(Note: Cablese has been rendered here into readable English,
without substantive changes or omissions. Cryptonyms and
pseudonyms have been omitted or put into clear text.)

The above information was received in Headquarters on
9 October; the following day Headquarters incorporated this
information in an electrical dissemination to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, the Departzent of State, the Department of
the Navy, and the Imrigration and Naturalization Service.

(1) On 1 October 1963 a reliable and sensitive
source in Mexico reported that an American male
who identified himself as Lee Oswald, contacted the
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City inauiring whether the
Embassy had received any news concerning a telegram
which had been sent to Washington. The American
was described as approximately 35 years old, with an
athletic build, about six feet tall, with a "receding"
hairline.

{2) It is believed that Oswald may be identical
.. _  to Leé Henry [sic] Oswald, born on 18 October 1939
’ in New Orleans, Louisiana, a former U.S. Marine who
defected to the Soviet Union in October 1959 and later .
made arrangements through the United States Embassy ' i
in Moscow to return to the United States with his
Russian-born wife, Marina Nikolaevna Pusakova [sic]
and their child.

(3) The information in paragraph (1) is being
disseminated to your representatives in Mexico City.
Any further information received on this subject
will be furnished you. This information is being
made available to the Irmigration and Naturalization
Service. [DIRECTOR 73673, 10 October 1963.)

{Note: It should be pointed out that for some unknown reason . :
the Headauarters desk responsible for making the dissemination
neglected to include the information that Oswald had visited the
Soviet Embassy on 28 September 1963.)

It was not until 22 Novermber 1963, when the Station initiated
a review of all transcripts of telephone calls to the Soviet Embassy

!
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that the Station leamned that Oswald's call to the Soviet Embassy
on 1 October 1963 was in connection with his request for a visa
to the USSR. Because he wanted to travel to the USSR by way of
Cuba, Oswald had also visited the Cuban Embassy in an attempt to
cbtain a visa allowing him to transit Cuba.

Inasmuch as Oswald was not an investigative responsibility
of the CIA and because the Agency had not received an official
request from those agencies having investigative responsibility
requesting the Agency to obtain further information, the Station
did nothing other than ask Headquarters on 15 Octcber 1963 for
a photograph of Oswald. [MEXI 6534 (IN 30357), 15 October 1963.]
On 25 October 1963, Headquarters sent a request to the Department
of the Navy for a photograph of Oswald. [DIRECTOR 77978,

24 October 1963.] It was not until 26 November 1963, however,
that the Navy Department apparently responded to this request by
sending directly to the Mexico City Station a photograph of Oswald.

In response to a question from the Warren Commission, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, on 6 April 1963 stated that:

"The investigation of Oswald in 1963 prior to receipt
of the Central Intelligence Agoncy comamication
dated 10 October 1963 was directed toward the primary
objective of ascertaining the nature of Oswald's
sympathies for, and connection with, the FPCC (Fair
Play for Cuba Cormittee) or subversive elements. The
Central Intelligence Agency cotmamication which
reported that a man, tentatively identified as Oswald,
had inquired at the Soviet Embassy concerning a
telegram which had been sent to Washington did not
specify the nature of the telegran. This contact
with the Soviet Embassy interjected a new aspect into
the investigation and raised the obvious questions of
why he was in Mexico and exactly what were his
relations with the Soviets. However, the information
available was not such that any additional conclusions
could be drawn as to Oswald's svmpathies, intentions
or activities at that time. Thus, one of the objectives
of the continuing investigaticn was to ascertain the
nature of his relations with the Soviets considering

. the possibility that he could have been recruited by

; the Soviet Intelligence Services. The Central

; Intelligence Agency corsmmication, dated 10 October 1963

stated that any further information received concerning

Oswald would be fumished and that our liaison repre-

J sentatives in Mexico City were being advised. On
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18 October 1963, one of our FBI liaison repre-
sentatives in Mexico City was furnished this infor-
mation by Central Intelligence Agency and he arranged
follow-up with Central Intelligence Agency in Mexico
City for further information and started a check to
establish Oswald's entry into Mexico. Subsequent to
the agsassination, Central Intelligence Agency also
advised us of Oswald's contact with the Cuban Embassy
in Mexico City at the time of his visit there.”

[Commission Exhibit No. 833 (FBI Letter to J. Lee Rankin,
dated 6 April 1964}.)

b. "Chief Counsel Richard A, Sprague said that the
committee statf had learned that a CL\ message des-
cribing Oswald's activities in ‘lexico to tederal
agencies such as the F3I had been rewritten to elimi-
nate any mention of his request for Cuban and soviet
visas., The message was sent 1n LUctober, more than a month
betore the November 22,1963 assassination.”

Comment: It is not CIA practice to disseminate raw information in
e torm it is received from the field. Field reports are received

in Headquarters where they are first reviewed by the action desk.

The informaticn is then written in a form suitable for dissemination

to the intelligence commmity, including additional information,

-4f available, from the Agency's central counterintelligence files

to make the report more meaningful to the recipient(s).

Upon learning that on 1 October 1963 an American identifying
himself as Lee Oswald had telephoned the Soviet Embassy, the Mexico
City Station cabled to Headquarters on 8 October 1963 the highlights of
Oswald's conversation with the Embassy. Because the Station at that
time did not know that Oswald was Lee Harvey Oswald and that he had
come to Mexico to apply for visas to the Soviet Union and Cuba, the
Station reported only that information obtained through telephone
tap operation against the Soviet Embassy. :

On 10 October 1963, the dav after it received the informdtion
relating to Lee Oswald and his contact with the Soviet Embassy,
Headquarters incorporated this information in an electrical dissemi-
nation to the commmity and included a brief summary of biographic
information obtained from central cownterintelligence files on the
possible identity of Lee Oswald. Since Headquarters had no indi-
cation before 22 November that Oswald had gone to Mexico to apply
for Cuban and Soviet visas, there was no question of eliminating any
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mention of Oswald's request for such visas.

Within its limitations and capabilities, Mexico Station had
complied with the Agency regulations pertaining to reporting on
Americans abroad. The Station had informed Headquarters which in
turn had alerted those agencies with an investigative or policy
interest in Oswald as an American in the United States. Headquarters
also instructed the field station to inform the local representatives
of those agencies.

As mentioned above, the action desk in Headguarters neglected,
for unknown reasons, to include the fact that Oswald had visited
the Soviet Embassy on 28 September 1963. Had this information been
included it would have indicated to recipients of the report that
Oswald had more than a fleeting reason to be in contact with the
Embassy; however, as already stated, the reason for the 28 September
contact and the subject of the telegram to Washington were, at that
time, unknown.

¢. 'The CIA's decision to withhold information
was reversed shortly after Kennedv was kilied."

Comment: This statement is patently false and misleading. It is
totally incompatible with Sprague's remarks to Agency representatives
in Headquarters on 24 November 1976, i.e., "he will not prejudge the
Agency for any sins of 'omission or commission'."

4 “d. "Sprague told a press conference that it was
impossible without more information to know why the CIA
had censored its own message.”

Comment: If Sprague needed more information, why did he not ask
e Agency for an explanation, instead of making it appear to the
public that the Agency has been dishonest in its dealings with the

intelligence commmity?

e. "But he said the incident raised two interesting
gquestions: what might the other agencies have done
differentlv if they had been more fullv intormed, and
why did the CIA decide to remove 'information That was
considered pertinent enougn to be DUt in an initial
dratt of the message:' ¥

Comment: As already mentioned, the Agency did not know initially
why Oswald was in contact with the Soviet Embassy in October 1963.
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It was only after the news of the assassination had reached the
Station that the Station initiated a review of its heldings. As
a2 result of this review, the Station learned that Oswald had also
visited the Cuban Embassy and that Oswald's contacts with the two
embassies were in connection with his desire to travel to the
Soviet Union by way of Cuba.

As to what "'other agencies" might have done had they had more
information, attention is drawn to the FBI's comment in response
to the Warren Cormission's question. According to the FBI's
response, some investigation had been initiated on or about
18 October in Mexico. By the 25th of October, FBI headquarters had
informed its field office in New Orleans ''that another Agency had
determined that Lee Oswald was in contact with the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City in the early part of October 1963." The New Orleans
field office in turn informed the Dallas office which had juris-
diction over Oswald's place of residence. (For further detail, see
IV H 447 and 459.) There was, however, no request, oificial or
otherwise, from any of the responsible departments and agencies in
Washington for further details as to Oswald's presence in Mexico
and his reasons for contacting the Soviet Embassy.

f. "The committee said its staff investigaters
had recently questioned a former CIA agent who hea
_personal knowledge” of Oswald's visits to the Scviet
and Cuban erbassies in MexicO. AS & Tesult Of c=ac
interview, the report said, statf members were sent to
Mexico, where thev found and questioned additionas
witnesses,'

Comment: Sprague's characterization “a former CIA agent” is probably
in reference to David Phillips. The latter's "revelaticns” to staff
investigators (and also to Ronald Kessler) were unfortinate to say
the least, in that they were inaccurate, so far as we iknow. There

is no indication in the Oswald files that Oswald wanted to make a
deal with the Soviets in return for a free trip to the USSR. The
“additional witnesses" in Mexico, it is believed, are 3aris Tarasov
and his wife, both of whom had been under contract with the Agency

in 1963. We have not been informed, officially or otherwise, by
Sprague what Phillips and the Tarasovs told the staff investigators.

g- " 'These witnesses had never been sought cut
before by any investigative bodv, notwithstanding <n
fact that thev had important informaticn concerning
statesents bv Lee Harvev Oswald 1n YBXicO WiTHin oo

%

days ot the assassination of President hennedy,' tae

report said.”
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Corment: If "these witnesses" include people other than the Tarasovs

' 1t would be impossible, at this time, to make an appropriate comment.

The fact remains, however, that if Sprague had obtained additional
details, he should hold such information and not make it public
until the Agency has had a chance to review it and comment. There
are many examples in the Oswald files of statements made by people
claiming to have knowledge of Lee Harvey Oswald which have been
proven to be fabrications. One such person was Gilberto Nolasco
Alvarado Ugarte who, on 16 November 1963, came to the U.S.
Embassy in Mexico City. He clained he had been in the Cuban
Consulate in Mexico City on 18 September 1963 when a man he later
recognized to be Lee Harvey Oswald received $6,500 in cash to kill
an important person in the United States. After thorough investi-
gation by Mexican authorities, the Mexico City Station, and the FBI,
it was concluded that Alvarado had completely fabricated his story

about Cswald.
Russell B. Holmes
Attachment
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*gion of ks request for Cuban arid So-
'\q't yicas, The rmessage was sent in
~Octoh.... trore than a month be'**e
{thehov 22,1853, assassinatica. o~
-{ -Tre CLA discovered Oswald’s p "-.-
;-tence cet.the em.,assosm.:ouv\ is
syputine s wrveillance of % ihese fastities.
}B”"'” Q3wald had cbee defected 0
itkz Qw-'-t Usion, tke CIA acd F5L
&xzd hern interested in his astiviles
pevas ‘he:czs the x(“r_.."’,v' assass::zc-
Pt‘ﬂ 268 ,_.__‘_‘ 3 ._ ‘*
EELnory Cf.&'sdecxson 15 wx}...o’d i3=°
s Jormztion was reversed shortly after |
uw-‘\ wis killed.. TEe 2§ 20CY TR~
222 Qswrald’s efiorts 10 ’b sit Cuta

%

4amd."" Soviet Unioa both to tZe FBL
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g:'ﬂ ard thechzminancd me Honm enheome
eluded th:s Os swald was the oas um ahd sitter’ said l.‘:iir“w' ot SR BT LY m~‘b
“ad acted 2092, e onzc‘.ea'w;R VLR .

- Sprazus 194 a press conforenze !mt 1’ ¢ Hogre res, Sprogue indie
435 impessidle watsout mace infermation 2bly would be accented, .
“oknow why the CLA had cansored it own’ _ “Any and all pecple wia Yave rilevert
pessage, "¢ 5 oral

Duthessidthe ::.c!‘::‘!r1 sed twointer- Said. : .o
siing. quasiions:, \v‘\at mizht the -\'*e-; -Ina p°r.o'nl stalem»‘xl :s.r-"' in ¢
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was c'\-‘rv)'mcd naruner\' e—-_l-vn la -..;} -' u‘_om""h m'e‘uaa_an was nff-’.'. lo ‘“.
x,g..n:n..__l“-a{r ofthemess "e"' LODES "‘swex"'.:. e,soip'essxug Guesiinz A

z £
<. There were 1o frmt corclusians i the £
repest, weiz2 the 12-merter €2 mitiee -fodissoves whelher formes F21 !:
prepared afier the fisst thres months of its | D252 KCaver's now wel-xr o

inTestization inta the murdars of Keanedy U towazd King had alfected te
tapd civil rights Jeeder Do Mlartia Lutter- "“"82 sne t:‘czsa.ss.'-z‘.s-:. ST
'}\_u-_,,,, R T RPN L R Eowever, Gonzales s2id, L"c"-'\u{:gg
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sion of Cezgress in which it was.formad, -~ VThe commiltes ¢2 n'sked Lokl on te
e purpos2 of the year-end repart was to 1 szer izsee of polilical musder and vis
u:g° =2 new Congress to resstablish the olezee,” Conzalez said. “.\We shou'd net
commivee cad to Gve it S35 millian t:’n). forget thet President Ford had Riz ewn
-for e Szt year of what ¢ d b2 a twwo- 7 RATOW escapey; 1o merzter of the Heuss
yea.mves'--a'..an. i s el m-w_d_- ;-ﬂ‘é"'d Wedbiidt o sarentfor
: SRR ."'“"'-‘"g'l ‘thab the Copilel /BLlZng |\ e
A FMANIL R TR <C.. ."A-':‘ BEAICH PPAS TS A P
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sty wnzossued leads fa Yotk assatsine- bubREY” L ad e i i i e

’uvns thezanarbsaid. -, B laraz. oo

The committee said its Sl fnvestizatars
had recenly questioned a former CIA
a°°:'. '-'-..3 kad. “pe:s:nJ knowisdze™ of.

03 swald’s, T.?.:S to th2 Sovial and Cuazn‘

e*“a.sesm Iodra: A3 a0 thatine

terview, Lo reportsaid, slaff
.weresent !3 Meves wharethey foundand
ct........ Rl "3231 viio2TIes. . d
1-»15'—~N:e3 }a
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. Lee Harvey Gsweld in Medco w'w—&
dayscf -2 assassination of Presidans X
nedy,”t,.e...c'tsa.d.' A I ":."',
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with Ja..es Ezrl Ray, Vil -'ea"':d gty
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essec:a’= akf "\:*pﬂ {0 receive fziler ine
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA : Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H. Waller
inspector General

SUBJECT president Kennedy Assassination - Wrs. Luce Story

1. Action Reguired: None; for information only.

2. Background: In 1975, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce telechonically
informed Director William Colby of suprort she had rendered to certain
Cubans who were conducting their own jndependent operations against
tha Castro Government in 1961 and 1352. Hrs. Luce stated. that she and
Mr. William Pawley, an American financier long associated with the B
Dominican Republic, haiped finance a cotorboat for three Cubans. The
three Cubans, concurrently, were members of a CIA supported Cuban
exile organization. After the 1962 missile crisis, all resistance
groups against Castro were ordered to cease operations. At this time,
¥rs. Luce and Mr. Pawley also ceased treir financial support. In
1963, very shortly after she assassin2tion of Presicent Kennedy, the
Cuban captain of the rotorboat, which ¥rs. Luce helped to sutsidize,
phoned Mrs. Luce to inform her that =ncwald was a hired gun®. She, in
turn, informed him to tell all to the FBI. At the behest of Director
Colby, Mrs. Luce passed the story on 0 Senator Richerd gchwaiker, .
chairman of the subcommittee iavestigating the Warren Cozmission Resort.

@y - - -
.

A version of the information was given to columnist Betly
Beale and was published in the Yashington Star on 16 hovenbar 1575
(attached). A staff member of the Senate Salect Ccrmittee, on 10
December 1975, jnquired es to what the Agency thought of the story.
The Agency oral response was that it had nothing to add to the news-
paper story and that since this query involved U.S. resident Cuban .
refugees, the FBI would be the proper agency to contact. i
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- The transcripts were réceived by CIA's Inspector General
- on 22 Dacember 1976 from Mr. Colby's secretary. At the sugcestion
of the Inspector General, the Office of Security sant copies of the -
transcripts and a background note to the Federal BSureau oF Investi-
gation in January 1977. 4e do not knCw whether the FBI passed this
information to the House Select Cormittee on Assassinations.

This story is surmarized here for your backgrourd in the
event that it should be replayed by the press as a result of releases
which may be made by the House Assassination Subcommittee. Yhile it is
not a new story, the actual CIA transcript of Mrs. Luce's convarsation
with tr. Colby could be considered newsworthy and could be presented
in a manner detrimental to CIA.

i . '/7 : '//
¢ . .. '/,' n - '1"/
‘Hn?§<;/’/’~ £z,
John HD Waller .

-
N
~
‘s
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Attachment: a/fs

cc: Asst. for Public Affairs w/att
Mr. H. Hetu

Distribution:
Original - Addressee w/att.
1 - DDCI w/att.

1 - Asst. for PA/Mr. Het
1 - ER wiate, A/ u w/att.

-T - 16 Subject {Task Force
1 - 16 Chrono w/o att. ) wiatt.
1 - J.L.Leader Chrono w/o att.
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~ivad a call from Sen, Pichacrd Schweiser, R.-Pa,,
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Tom
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One day in the latter past of October, Clare Luce re-

zirman of the subcommiltea iavestizating thz War-
4 Commission Report, He wanted ker to perseace
me Cusaas she had known — Cudaas who had keown
2 Harvey Cswald — to testily teiore his commities,
s, Luee's efiorss to loeata the Cubans led to a some-
12t Blocecurdling warning. But let her tell the story |
sm the baginning. :

*The year is 1351, a year of great Amersican
auma.”’ shz began har narration fo receat dizazr:
12513 ia her agqua-colored Watergat® a artment. 1 '\

\d o friend narmed Bill Pawley who was broughtup in
153 2nd who was Truman’s ambassacor to Peruand
~azil. I got 1o know Biil ve well ia India a2nd Chira |
hers L= had built up a voluntary owiiit cailed ine .
lying Tigars, Bill was also callzd inby the ClA tore-
it Cusans o7 the Bay of Pigs oparation. Afiervarcs
» Was 3 Wary uriiapoy man. . . .

“Qna cay he called m2 un and said, ‘How wouid you
e to g2t in on the Cuban Fiying Tiger cperation?” Hz
14 in raind a flest of motor=o2:s subsidized by Ameri-
sns and manned by Cubans who had been in the Bay
t Pizs oparation — 2l these young kids who had bzen
rardad aftar the Bay of Pizs. . .

] said. ‘Finz.” 50 1 heipad to finaste 2 motorboat.
fie three 1ads who mannad mine came up to se2 e
syeral times. They weuld lzave the coast of Fiorida
e land ia Cuba 2ad coma out with information. The
dorreation they came out with was remarkadiy 2¢6C-:
ate — trat the Russians ware building missile sites ia:
wuba. I was i2ld that th2 infcrmatica was eventually |
»d to Sen. Ken Kealing znd was passed on t0 e
/nitz Heuse, You rememier what 2a imprassion it
1ade 22¢ how accurale it was.

D o 54,6 T D 0 o ¢ @

*THEN CAME THE MISSILE showdown. Soon attar
he showdown 1 got a telepnore c2ll from Alien Dulles
aying the Neutrality Act had bezen invoked and all|
umorieans rust ceas2 and desist in any further elionis |
%'.:.;z's:ds th2 liberation of Cuta. Of ccusse, we desis:—'i

8

70 yazrs fater sheand her husbacd Harry (Hanry)

sce were ditting in thair New York cpariment lisiea-

ag to the televised repoTis of President Keanedv's:

+s¢2ssinatisn whan arcund midaight she received 3
H ®

i
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. when oo mada contact with them bt Oswald

. taken phatozraphs of him cisiriduting fandbills forthe

.wald, ke s2i3, kad 124 2a report Cie Comm

.- BettyBeale | -

my m_oto:t:oal." said Clars, A young m2a not mose
than 25, a yourg studaent loarpes, He sa1d, Mrs, Lucs, I
want 1o tell you about Oswald.’ . -

“‘He s2id that immediately a%tar the 1381 mi;si’.el
showdown, F3I men had came i 1iami and told the '

Cubans to break up all resiziance croups and dispar‘::a':
He and the other (w0 membars of his crow had moved
to h:z:.v Crleans where they stariad arolier “Free
Cuba™ grous. They had baea there a yzar 2nd a hal

]

i

phorecall from Naw Oclzans. “It was th2 captain of l
:

§

“The Cubaas all thouzit ke was a kook. Oswald
bragaed about having b2ea in Russia aad said ke was
an ex-Marine, He said ke conld shoct 2aySady and he
would b2 hazoy o sheot Casizo. He hod no monay, he

#as living with his wife in I2w Crizans and it Jooked
like he wia3 presenting hirsseli as a hired gua. They
dida't ixe the cut of k33 ji5 sa they turned him cll. Bt
they followzd him and found heviasina Fair Play Jor
Cuba Communist c2!l to whos2 membars he was giv-
ing the sama line, .

. “'And I rerzamber this frem the talzphon2 convarsa-
tion = Oswald was teliing the cell that fe could shool
anyone, incloding the secsetary of the Navy. Toe Frez
Cubans contizusd 1o 1ail him and found that suldany
e had money, and ke siared going o Mexico City. He
mads sevaral wrizs, Thay eontinusd heir penztretion
of the Cuban Commuaist ceil. He said thay maca tape
recordings of some of Qswald’s me2tings and they had

Fair Play uait. The next thing they xoew President
Kennedy was shol. . .

«THE YOUNG CUZAN WHO calizd me,” continued
formaer Ambassadar Luce, “said that there was 2
Cuban Communist assassination tzam working some-
where — in Dallas, New.Orleans or wharever = I don'y’
pomember, and tsat Crwald was their hived gua. Os-.':
uzist plans
to the FBI some time befere tha cssassination. Buibe-;
cavss he was out for the douzh thay ¢idn'i belisve him.,

- ° . 3

-

. ° continuad!

.

i b R
L E AR e A
ey o Tt R
Rt




14-00000

I . . Fd ., ® - .
1 seazose that the FBI must Rear from a thousand
- crackpols” a week. . e .
ir 2ny cvent, on Lhz te! azhone my youn3 friandtoid
e that ihey had thess 1202 recereinss of Uswaid und
phoingrashs and what should thay €22 [ szid, 'Go o
the FLI and tell tham evary13ing you Lpow, That kave
fng b2z said | put the whole thing out of ™Y mind.
Comes inz Warrea Commission and says Cswaid zigne
was resconsibie acd T forgot ihe whola matiec. .
_#Then, in 1487, 2 [ziiow ramad Jim Gatrison, dis-
grict aniscney in New Orleass. his the heachals charg-
ing tazt the assassinalion wis 3 conspiracy. At that
mome=t [ was remindxd of the informalion i had r2-
ceived and 1 bezgan 10 wonder wheiher oF ros the
Warren Commission had got all the fasts. I coulcat
pemembar the narmas of the Cubans but L finaliy locate
ed on2 ¢rewman who was living in Liiamiagainand b
psiced nim what happenzd alfter he went to the Fol.
© wpesaid, ‘We turnad over copies of evew‘.hir.g.' We
wera then told.to kesp our Lraps shet and et w2
would b2 degoctad if we said anyihing publicty.” Fe
gaid on= of the crew was deporied t0 Guazemala, an
one was murdered —statbed in front of a sicra. .

o= TR INFORMATION, HE SAID, nevar appeal
ed in the Warrea Commission report. H2 said, *f am
mzrsiad rovw, 1 live in Jdi2mi ang 1 con't want to 32t -
fnvolvad inizevzragain’ ™ - . . -
" Wren Sen. Schweiker mace his request of Clar?
“Luce 1238 than three weeks ago, sha teizpihonad ancll-
gr Cuhan friend to sez if he cold jocate and persulce
the ysung raan {0 testify behind clesed dcors. Repiiad
the pidar Cudan, if the t2slimony was behind 13 closed i :
. " e - . .7 eebndewatd Proies .
& -]
ng games.” he told ) s .-+ . (lare Boctke Luce \ =

: .. “A year of great American trauma.”

doors it would still become public.

s Americans thick thay are playi
her. “They don't know lhey are iavolved in a life or
geath business. No, I won't teli you where he can be
{found. ‘The people working for a free Cubda would 1dse .
gheir lives. A 1ot of them have already. They ars net e T : - -
fnteresiad in rmaking poiitical headlinzs for poiiticians. - The very day efter that conversation, ohserved; |

_You thinx the Bay of Pigs, the rucleae rissites, tie - Clare zzavely, bamss went off at the Siulz Depaste

assassination of the presicent was tha end af the story? rent hare, at the U.5.-U.N. missicn and 3ur baaks ia:

. I tell you itis just the bagin ing. What you Americans New York and ot tare2 placss iz Chicaza. And close i3 :
_don't undersiznd is, thave are trained Comemunist te- the sam2 hous she was recounting the whoiz fascinald :
-.mris:s. assassination, kidrapping. bombing and sabo- . ing sz to her gu2sis, 3 Culans z:_z‘.:-C;:mr;.ur.kL'

R tagz: teams 2l pver ihe country and the world.” .  Jeager was explcaes int0 bits ia his car ia >-lamt. i-
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[ UNGLASSIFIED [ iniaeae (] CONFIDENTIAL (] Secrer
[ UTING AND RECORD Sh. .T

SUBJECT: (Qprenst)

. FROM; EXTENSION | »0 -
Inspector General 6565
2 £ 28 Has, R-1252 | ™™ 6 January 1977
TO: (Officer demgnotion, room boe, ord DATE
building) OFFICERS | COMMENTS (Number amch comment 1o show from whom
7[:',‘? SECEVED | FOTWALDED INITEALS o whom. Deroyw 0 line owass columa ofter soch comment.)
i. OLC / / ) SUBJELT:  Attacned Transcripts
o |e |17
ATTN: Lyle Miller [ [f£—! - The OLC and the 1G concur that
Y the attached transcripts should

be provided to the FBI. A blind
memo 15 also attached.

ey It 1s requested that the 0/S
‘ pass the package to the FBI.

Director of Security : h ]

ol .
John H. Waller
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Transcripts of October 1975 Telephone Conversations
Between Director Colby, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and
Me. Justin McCarthy .

1. Attached herewith are transcripts of two telephone conversations
between Director William Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, and one between
BDirector William Colby and Mr. Justin McCarthy. The conversations took
place in October 1975 and discuss Mrs. Luce's concern that certain infor-
mation, from a former boat captain, a Cuban refugee, regarding the Presi-
dent Kennedy assassination, reached the proper authorities. While the
information in these transcripts have been provided to investigating
authorities, they may be of some assistance to the House Select Committee
on Assassinations as it investigates various allegations. -

2. The transcripts were received by the Agency Inspector General on
22 December 1976. The transcript of the 25 October 1975 conversation was
typed by Ms. Barbara Pindar on the same day. The other two transcripts
were typed by Ms. Pindar on 21 December 1976 from her stenographic records
while clearing out the remainder of Director Colby's files. Ms. Pindar
was Mr. Colby's secretary during his Directorship.

3. A version of the telephone conversation transcript was published
in the Washington Star on 16 Hovember 1975 (attached). A staff member of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, on 10 December 1975, inquired
as to what the Agency thought of the story. The Agency oral response was
that it had nothing to add to the newspaper story and that since this
query involved U.S. resident Cuban refugees, the FBI would be the proper
agency to contact.

CC-!-."“'—.
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: 4. The attached transcripts indicate that the matter was brought to

) . the attention of Senator Schweiker and The Federal Bureau of Investigation.
(Telephone conversation between Director Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce

B on 25 October 1975, pages 2 and 3).

Attachments: a/s
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